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What You Will Leam...

EEE.  Main Ideas o=

1. American forces held their
own against the British in
the early battles of the war.

2. U.S. forces stopped British
offensives in the East and South.

3. The effects of the war included
prosperity and national pride.
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The Big idea

r;reat Britain and the United
States went to battle in the

War of 1812,
S

Key Terms and People
Oliver Hazard Perry, p. 247
Battle of Lake Erie, p. 247
Andrew Jackson, p. 248
Treaty of Fort Jackson, p. 248
Battle of New Orleans, p. 248
Hartford Convention, p. 249
Treaty of Ghent, p. 249

5 851 Understand the politica| |
and economic causes and conse-
quences of the War of 1812 ang know
the major battles, leaders, and events
that led to a final peace.

246  CHAPTER 7

The War of 1812

U were there... -
If Yo United States and Great Britain are at war

It's 1812, and"gr’eOn an American merchant ship that has been
1f:nj:j Zssz privateer. Your sh_i;.)’S mission will bghto chase ang
capture ships of the mighty British vy, Even YVlt the help of
merchant ships like yours, the American navy is badly OUtnum.

bered. You know you face danger and may not survive,
Do you think your mission will SUcceqyy

BUILDING BACKGROUND Anger against Great Britain’s actiong
finally provoked the United States into the War of 1812, Britajns Qreat -?
navy gave it a clear advantage at sea, but the war was alsg fought ]
on several other fronts. Victories in major battles along the frontier

—d

gave Americans a new sense of unity.

Early Battles

In the summer of 1812 the United States found itself in a war wig,
one of the world’s most powerful nations, Despite the claims by the
War Hawks, the War of 1812 would not be a quick and easy fight

War at Sea

When the war began, the British navy had hundreds of ships. In
contrast, the U.S. Navy had fewer than 20 ships. None of them was
as powerful as the greatest British warships.

Eventually, the British ships blockaded America’s seaports.

Battles Along the Canadian Border

:‘IIZSHCZH~ Iead'ers hoped to follow Up victories at sea with an
and invasjon of Canada. Three attacks were planned—from

Detroit, fropm, Niagar
) a F l i
toward Montreg) 5744 Falls, and from up the Hudson River valley
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1. Location According to the map, what major

southern port was affected by the British

plockade? _
81 2 Region Which battles took place in the

Great Lakes region?
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The attack from Detroit failed in August

£ 1812 when British soldiers and Indians led by

¢ Tecumseh captured Fort Detroit. The other

¢ nwo American attacks failed when state mili-

. tia troops refused to cross the Canadian bor-

P der, arguing that they did not have to fight in
- aforeign country.

In 1813 the United States went on the
attack again. A key goal was to break Britain’s
control of Lake Erie. The navy gave the task
to Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. After
building a small fleet, Perry sailed out to
Meet the British on September 10, beginning
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the Battle of Lake Erie. The battle ended
when the British surrendered. Perry sent a
message to General William Henry Harrison:
“We have met the enemy and they are ours.”
Perry’s victory forced the British to withdraw,
giving the U.S. Army new hope.

With American control of Lake Erie estab-
lished, General Harrison marched his army
into Canada. At the Battle of the Thames
River in October 1813, he defeated a com-
bined force of British troops and Native
Americans. Harrison’s victory ended British
power in the Northwest. Tecumseh’s death
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a famous portrait of
¥:8 the first president

during the fighting also dealt a blow to the
British alliance with Native Americans in
the region.

The Creek War
Meanwhile, war with American Indians
erupted in the South. Creek Indians, angry
at American settlers for pushing into their
lands, took up arms in 1813. A large force
attacked Fort Mims on the Alabama River,
destroying the fort and killing close to 250
of its defenders. In response, the commander
of the Tennessee militia, Andrew Jackson,
gathered about 2,000 volunteers to move
against the Creek nation.

In the spring of 1814 Jackson attacked

LAY the Creek along the Tallapoosa River in Ala-
TODAY -
| bama. Jackson’s troops won this battle, the
ns;z:: nbcy a‘: : Battle of Horseshoe Bend. The Treaty of Fort
strengthat  Jackson, signed late in 1814, ended the Creek

War and forced the Creek to give up millions
of acres of their land.

m Comparing What advan-

tages did Great Britain and the United States have
at the start of the war?

Fort McHenry,
Francis Scott
Key wrote the
national anthem,
“The Star-Span-
gled Banner.”
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Dolley Madison &,
refused to leave ' AN
Washington, D.C., until ‘e =7, 8t g,

g -
P
i

was saved from the
executive mansion.

Great Britain on
the Offensive

Despite U.S. success on the Western
emn frontiers, the situation i theand SOUth
worse. After defeating France j;, A st g’%
the British sent more troops tq Ame r:lcla 18y,

British Attacks in the East

Now reinforced, the British attacye, dw
ton, D.C. President Madison wyg forcejs i g
when the British broke through yy et 0flg,
The British set fire to the White Hoy e
Capitol, and other government by dins » the
The British sailed on to Baltimy, }\:
land, which was guarded by Fort MC'H ay.
They shelled the fort for 25 hoyrs, The ey
icans refused to surrender Fort McHen
British chose to retreat instead of Conﬁn.u' 3
to fight. g

er.

The Battle of New Orleans
After the attack on Washington, the Britiy,
moved against New Orleans. British con,
manders hoped to capture the city anq thug
take control of the Mississippi River,
Andrew Jackson commanded the {5
forces around New Orleans. His troops were
a mix of regular soldiers, including two
battalions of free African Americans, a group
of Choctaw Indians, state militia, and pirates
led by Jean Lafitte.
~ The battle began on the moming of
January 8, 1815. Some §,300 British troops
attacked Jackson’s force of about 4,500. The
British began marching toward the U3
defenses, but they were caught on an open
field. The British were cut down with fright
ening speed. More than 2,000 British soldiers
were killed or wounded. The Americans, !
their part, had suffered about 70 casualties
The Battle of New Orleans made Andre"
Jackson a hero and was the last major @
flict of the War of 1812.

EEZIIYICEDD Finding Main Ideas

7
What happened at the Battle of New Orleans’

g




ots of the War

¢ battle of New Orleans, a group of
jand Federalists gathered secretly

NeW xd, Connecticut. At the Hartford
n, Federalists agreed to oppose the

Conventio .
d delegates to meet with Congress.

g ondn

several consequences. The War of 1812 pro-
duced intense feelings of patriotism among
many Americans for having stood up to the
mighty British. The war also broke the power
of many Native American groups. Finally, a
lack of goods caused by the interruption in

ACADEMIC

consequences
the effects of a
particular event
or events

e the delegates reached Washington,
Bdo, ver, NEWS arrived that the war had ended.
W: a—j’ﬁcs now laughed at the Federalists,
:gglthe party lost much of its political power.

Slow communications at the time meant
F pat neither the Federalists nor Jackson knew
sout the Treaty of Ghent. The treaty, which
adbeen signed in Belgium on December 24,
1814 ended the War of 1812.

Though each nation returned the terri-
oy it had conquered, the fighting did have

trade boosted American manufacturing. i

W Analyzing Information "‘;

What were the main effects of the War of 18127

' SUMMARY AND PREVIEW The Warof 1812
convinced Americans that the young
nation would survive. In the next chapter !
you will see how the United States contin-
ued to grow. ;;
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Section 4.

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People LFH 851 Critical Thinking

I.a. Identify What losses did American forces face 4, Comparing and Contrasting Copy the chart
in the early battles of the War of 18122 What victo- below. Use it to compare and contrast the signifi-
fies did they win? cant details of the major military battles during the

b.Make Ger . - alizations What role did American War of 1812. |

| Indians play in the war? Batle | Details (Winner, Location, Importance) |
La.Describe 'What attacks did the British lead

against American forces?

b. Evaluate What do you think were the two most
K IMportant batties of the war? Why?
- *&ldentify what was the purpose of the Hartford
- Convention?

bDraw Corie . sions How did the United States

benefit from the War of 18127

5. Organizing Your Ideas Reorder the items on your
lists from least important to most important.
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