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a country full of strangers?

BUILDING BACKGROUND The middle section of the Atlantic coast \
offered good land and a moderate climate. Several prominent English
people established colonies that promised religious freedom. To
people like the settler above, these colonies promised a new life.

New York and New Jersey

The Dutch founded New Netherland in 1613 as a trading
post for exchanging furs with the Iroquois. The center of the
fur trade in New Netherland was the town of New Amster-
dam on Manhattan Island. Generous land grants and religious
tolerance soon brought Jews, French Huguenots, Puritans, and others
to the colony. Director General Peter Stuyvesant (STY-vuh-suhnt)
Jed the colony beginning in 1647.

Peter Stuyvesant was forced to
surrender New Amsterdam to
the English in 1664.
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In 1664 an English fleet captured .the
undefended colony of New Amsterdam with-

out firing a single shot. New Netherland was
renamed New York, and New Amsterdam
became New York City.

Soon after the English conquest in 1664,
the Duke of York made Sir George Carteret
and Lord John Berkeley proprietors of New

This colony occupied lands between

Jersey.
rivers. It had a

the Hudson and Delaware
diverse population, including Dutch, Swedes,
Finns, and Scots. The fur trade was impor-
tant to the economies of New York and New

Jersey through the end of the 1600s.

Comparing How were New

York and New Jersey similar?
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William Penn was born in London as the
LA, son of @ wealthy admiral. Penn joined the
Quakers in 1666 and became an active
preacher and writer of religious works,
He supported toleration of dissenters,

i 1681 he received a charter to
establish a new colony called Penn-
;ygama. There Pgnn put his beliefs
dealm‘ He insisted on fair

ngs Wf_th local American Indians,
Wekomed. OMed immigrants, and promised
religious toleration.
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penn’s Colony
The Society of Friends, Of the ,Quakersf, made
up one of the largest religious §rOUPS In Ney,
Jersey. Quakers did not follow formal religioys
practices and dressed plainly. They believeq
in the equality of men and women before
God. They also supported nonviolence ang
religious tolerance for all people. At the time,
many Quaker beliefs and practices shocked
most Christians. As a result, Quakers were
persecuted in both England and America.

One proprietor of the New Jersey colony
was a Quaker named William Penn. Penn
wished to found a larger colony under his
own control that would provide a safe horne
for Quakers. In 1681 King Charles II agreed
to grant Penn a charter to begin a colony
west of New Jersey.

Penn’s colony, known as Pennsylvania,
grew rapidly. Penn limited his own power
and established an elected assembly. He
also' Promised religious freedom to all
f;’“:;;’;?ta:tls e:(\:)rk 1made Pennsylvaflia
self-government.. mple of representative
ts citizens’ will a SOVemrn(?nt that reflects

Pern named“ ﬂin the. colonies.
adelphia, which m N Capf‘tal of his colony Phi-
love.” In 1682 the (;;ns ' Sy of brother
region to the south e CHs0ld Pen

of Pennsylvania, This area,

called Delaware, remai
y T€Me
Nia until 1776, Ained part of Pennsylva-

READ] .
Finding Main Ideas

Why did wili
andyholi \;\{llham. Penn establish Pennsylvania
id he influence jts government? |
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conomy of the
M;ddle Colonies

The middle colonies combined characteristics
of the New England and southern colonies,
with good climate and rich land, farmers
there could grow large amounts of staple
crops —Crops that are always needed. These
crops included wheat, barley, and oats. Farm-
ers also raised livestock.

Slaves were somewhat more impor-
tant to the middle colonies than they were
to New England. They worked in cities as
skilled laborers, such as blacksmiths and
carpenters. Other slaves worked on farms,
onboard ships, and in the growing shipbuild-
ing industry. However, indentured servants
largely filled the middle colonies’ growing
labor needs. Between 1700 and 1775 about
135,000 indentured servants came to the
middle colonies. About half of them moved
to Pennsylvania. By 1760 Philadelphia
had become the largest British colonial city.
Other cities in the middle colonies, such as
New York City, also grew quickly.

Trade was important to the economy of
the middle colonies. Merchants in Philadel-
phia and New York City exported colonial

goods to markets in Britain and the West
Indies. These products included wheat from
New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey.

Throughout the colonies, women made
important contributions to the economy. They
ran farms and businesses such as clothing and
grocery stores, bakeries, and drugstores. Some
women also practiced medicine and worked
as nurses and midwives. However, colonial
laws and customs limited women'’s economic
opportunities.

Most colonial women worked primar-
ily in the home. Married women managed
households and raised children. Sometimes
they earned money for their families by sell-
ing products like butter. They also made mon-
ey through services such as washing clothes.

LEDITXTETY Finding the Main Idea

On what were the economies of the middle
colonies based?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW In this section
you learned about the middle colonies.
In the next section you will read about
colonial government, the slave trade, and
conflicts that arose in the English colonies.
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FOoCuS ON
READING
You can tell
staple crops
means “crops
that are always
needed” because
of the dash
between the
vocabulary term
and the definition.
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