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Reglon Which political party had
more electoral votes in 17967

~ President Adams and the
- XYZ Affair

John Adams had the challenging task of fol-
lowing Washington as president. The people
had adored Washington. Adams would have
to work hard to win the people’s trust.

A New President

At first glance, John Adams did not appear
well suited for the presidency. Although
Adams had been a leading Patriot dur-
ing the American Revolution and had

later served as a foreign diplomat, he lacked
Washington’s dignity, and most people
saw him as a cold and distant person. Still,
many people—even hisopponents—respected
Adams. They recognized his hard work,

honesty, and intelligence.
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Primary Source

POLITICAL cARTOON

After the XYZ 5 ffair, French ships continued to attack American
merchant ships. in this cartoon, the United States is repre-
Sented by the woman. The men, symbolizing the French, are
taking valuabies from her. The people in the distance are
other European nations.
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Preparations for War

Fearing war, Adams asked Congress to eXpang
the navy to a fleet of more than 3¢ ships.
thought war with France might be Unavgig
able. He also decided the United States shoulg

keep a peacetime army. Congress appro
both measures.
Although Adams had asked Congres fy
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, How daes the cartoon show that America is being
preyed upon by the French?

The United States and France

One of Adams’s first goals as president was to
improve the relationship between the United
States and France. You may remember that
the French had once tried to hire American
privateers to help them fight Great Britain, a
practice Washington frowned upon. Adams
sent U.S. diplomats to Paris to smooth over
the conflict and to negotiate a treaty to pro-
tect U.S. shipping.

When the diplomats arrived in France,
they leamned that French foreign minister
Talleyrandwould not speak with them. Instead,
they had a strange and secret visit from three
French agents. Shockingly, the agents said that
Talleyrand would discuss a treaty only in
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military support, he did not want to go tow
with France. He was worried about its cost. §
he did not ask Congress to declare war. Instex,
he tried to reopen peace talks with France.

Peace Efforts

Adams’s decision not to declare war stunned
Federalists. Despite intense pressure from
members of his own party, Adams refused to
change his mind.

American and French ships, howeve
began fighting each other in the Caribbear:
Adams sent a representative to Franc L
engage in talks to try to end the ﬁght'ﬂ‘ng'ﬂ‘e
United States and France eventually sig® Oi
treaty. Adams then forced two mﬁmbeffmS
his cabinet to resign for trying t block
peace efforts.
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