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What You Will Leam...

-

1. Slaves worked at a variety of
jobs on plantations.

2. Life under slavery was dif-
ficult and dehumanizing.

3. Slave culture centered
around family, community,
and religion.

4. Slave uprisings led to stricter
slave codes in many states.

v
The Big Idea

The slave system in the South
produced harsh living condi-
tions and occasional rebellions.
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Key Terms and People
folktales, p. 389

spirituals, p. 389

Nat Turner, p. 390

Nat Turner's Rebellion, p. 390

=
' [F 8.7.2 Trace the origins and

| development of slavery; its effects on

| black Americans and on the region’s

| political, social, religious, economic,
and cultural development; and identify
' the stategies that were tried to both

the writings and historical documents
on Nat Turner, Denmark Vesey).
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The Slave Systen,

overturn and preserve it (e.g., through 4

1f YOU were there...

re
izz :rrz ;:ﬁ::; a series of articles abogt the slave Systor, \ thg‘
South. To get background for your Stone's, y9u ar? planny &
interview some former slaves who nOYV live in Philadelpr
Some have bought their freedom, while others have S“CCGszu"
escaped from slavery. y
What questions will you ask in your in; crviomy

BUILDING BACKGROUND While most white southern famijlies W;\
hern economy depended on the work of 8
ly on large plantations but also on s, aller
existed for enslaved African

not slaveholders, the sout
slaves. This was true noton
farms and in the cities. Few chances
' Americans to escape their hard lives.
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slaves and Work

Most enslaved African Americans lived in rural areas where they
worked on farms and plantations. Enslaved people on small farm
usually did a variety of jobs. On large plantations, most slaves were
assigned to specific jobs, and most worked in the fields. Most slave-
holders demanded that slaves work as much as possible. Supervisors
known as drivers, who were sometimes slaves themselves, made sure
that slaves followed orders and carried out punishments.

Working in the Field
Most plantation owners used the gang-labor system. In this system,
all field hands worked on the same task at the same time. They ust-
ally worked from sunup to sundown. Former slave Harry McMillan
had worked on a plantation in South Carolina. He recalled that the
field hands usually did not even get a break to eat Junch. “You had
to get your victuals [food] standing at your hoe,” he remembered
Men, women, and even children older than about 10 usually did
fhe same tasks. Sickness and poor weather rarely stopped the work
“The times I hated most was picking cotton when the frost was O"
the bolls [seed pods],” recalled former Louisiana slave Mary Ry™o™
“My hands git sore and crack open and bleed.”
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.. in the Planter’s Home

wor maves worked as butlers, Cooks, or
e " he planter’s home. These slaves
’ pf; ld petter food, clothing, and shelter
e ]ld nands did, but they often worked
i ﬁ; ours. They had to serve the planter’s

wf‘gi‘; 24 hours a day.
fo™

at Skilled Jobs

rkind .
e plantanons, some enslaved Afri-
n 1ar8]eﬂcans worked at skilled jobs, such
cn AI:: ksmithing Of carpentry. Sometimes
5 i2 jet these slaves sell their services to
Plaﬂters ple. Often planters collected a por-
other ?ewohat was earned but allowed slaves to
fion Othe rest. In this way, some skilled slaves
00 g enough money to buy their freedom
gam their slaveholders. For example, Wil-
?j;: Ellison earned his freedom in South
éaroliﬂa by working for wages as a cotton
. maker. For years, he worked late at night
and on sundays. He bought his freedom
with the money he earned. Eventually, he
was also able to buy the freedom of his wife

and daughter.

Summarizing What were some
ypes of work done by enslaved people on plantations?

Life Under Slavery

Generally, slaveholders viewed slaves as
property, not as people. Slaveholders bought
and sold slaves to make a profit. The most
common method of sale was at an auction.
The auction itself determined whether fami-
lies would be kept together or separated.
Sometimes a buyer wanted a slave to fill a
specific job, such as heavy laborer, carpenter,
orblacksmith. The buyer might be willing to
pay for the slave who could do the work, but
mot for that slave’s family. Families would
then be separated with little hope of ever
8etting back together.

Slave traders sometimes even kidnapped
free African Americans and then sold them
Mo slavery, For example, Solomon Northup,

B e T

a free African American, was kidnapped in
Washington, D.C. He spent 12 years as a slave

until he finally proved his identity and gained
his release,

Living Conditions

Enslaved people often endured poor living
conditions. Planters housed them in dirt-
floor cabins with few furnishings and often
leaky roofs. The clothing given to them was
usually simple and made of cheap, coarse
fabric. Some slaves tried to brighten up their

A Nurse’s Work

Slaveholders’ children were often cared
for by enslaved women. At the time,
women who looked after children were
called nurses. This nurse is posing with
her slaveholder’s child in about 1850.

As a slave, what might have happened
to this woman's family?
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clothing by sewing on designs fror.n
discarded scraps of material. In .thlS
way, they expressed their indiv1fiu-
ality and personalized the clothing
assigned to them by the planters.

Likewise, many slaves did what
they could to improve their small
food rations. Some planters allowed
slaves to keep their own gardens for
vegetables, and chickens for eggs.
Other slaves were able to add a lit-
tle variety to their diet by fishing or
picking wild berries.

Punishment and Slave Codes

Some planters offered more food or
better living conditions to encour-
age slaves’ obedience. However, most
slaveholders used punishment instead.
Some would punish one slave in front
of others as a warning to them all.
Harry McMillan recalled some of the
punishments he had witnessed.

“The punishments were whipping, putting
you in the stocks [wooden frames to lock
people in] and making you wear irons and a
chain at work Then they had a collar to put round
your neck with two horns, like cows’horns, so that
you could not lie down ... Sometimes they dug
a hole like a well with a door on top.This they
called a dungeon keeping you in it two or three
weeks or a month, or sometimes till you died in
there.”’
—Harry McMillan, quoted in Major Problems in the History
of the American South, Volume |, edited by Paul D.Escott and
ACADEMIC David R.Goldfield
VOCABULARY
aspect part

To further control slaves’ actions, many
states passed strict laws called slave codes.
Some laws prohibited slaves from traveling
far from their homes. Literacy laws in most
southern states prohibited the education of
slaves. Alabama, Virginia, and Georgia had
laws that allowed the fining and whipping
of anyone caught teaching enslaved people
to read and write.

m Summarizing How did slave-

holders control slaves?
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X ] 6:00am.  Prayers

Out of bed,
tend animals

7:00a.m.  Start work
12:00 p.m.  Lunch

1:00 p.m.  Return to work

7:00 pm.  Dinner

8:00 p.m.  Return to work
Lights out

Slave Culture

Many enslaved African Americans foy; §
comfort in their community and cin: §
They made time for social activity, evenfiz §
exhausting workdays, in order to relievet: |
hardship of their lives.

Family and Community
Family was the most important aspett
slave communities, and slaves feared s §
ration more than they feared punishn §
Josiah Henson never forgot the day i h‘ 3
and his family were auctioned. H5 mom;
begged the slaveholder who bough! herané
buy Josiah, too. The slaveholder refusi?;nmi 1
Henson's entire family was sepafated', B
have been then between five Of Slxtésc"i E
old,” he recalled years later. ‘1 See?}low..,
and hear my poor weeping mothét



