. Legislative Branch (CEhﬁfeSs)

Checks on:
Executive Branch

* May reject appointments

* May reject treaties .

* May withhold funding for presidential initiatives
* Mayimpeach president

* May override a veto

Judicial Branch

* May propose constitutional amendments
to overrule judicial decisions

* Mayimpeach Supreme Court justices

Executive Branch
Article II of the Constitution lists the powers
of the executive branch, This branch enforces
the laws passed by Congress.

President and Vice President
As head of the €Xecutive branch, the presi-

dent is the most powerful elected leader inthe

Americans elect 5 President and vjce presi-
dent every foyr years. Franklin p Roosevelt

] . .1ative Branch .
Legislative in certain situatiop
. Congress S
é May adloum
 May veto bills
Judicial Branch
« Appoints judges

. Judicial Bra'n”’c"h'7‘(:"5‘(.',,,9“‘e Coun

Checks on:
Executive Branch
* May declare executive actiong unconsmutiona;
Legislative Branch

* May declare laws unconstitutiong

The House of Representatives can
impeach, or vote to bring charges of Serio
crimes against, a president. Impeachmem
cases are tried in the Senate. If 3 President
is found guilty, Congress can Iemove hjp
from office, In 1868 Andrew Johnson
was the first President to pe impeacheg,

Working with Congress

The president and Congress are often o di

ferent Sides of an jsgye. However, they mus
still work together,

gllelrz.g: " President als can veto, or cance!.
to over:rr'lg 1658 has passeq, Congress can trf
this j oo or Undo, the veto. However

15 difficy)y since jt takes a two-thirds




ority vote. To carry out laws affocs:
Constitution, treaties, and tatute S.Ct;r;1
. jent issues executive orders Trh ese
e
commands have the power of lay, Ty,
presideﬂt also.may grant pardons, o free.
jom from punishment, to persons conyicte q
of federal CTimes OI facing criminal charges,
The president also commands the armeq
forces. In emergencies, the president can ca]
on U.S. ttoOPs. Only Congress, however, can
declare war. Other executive duties include
onducting foreign relations and creating
reaties. Executive departments do most of
[ the executive branch work. As of 2004 there
were 15 such departments. The president
chooses department heads, who are called
secretaries, and the Senate approves them.

' The heads make up the cabinet, which
advises the president.

md]

, ING CHECK Drawing Conclusions
What is the president’s most important power?



