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What You Will Leam . ..

Main Ideas ]

1. The American people 1
examined many ideas
about government. ‘

2, The Articles of Confederation
laid the base for the first
national government of the
United States.

3. The Confederation
Congress established

the Northwest Territory. J

v

The Big Idea

The Articles of Confederation
provided a framework for a

national government.
.

Key Terms and People

Magna Carta, p, 174

English Bill of Rights, p. 114

constitution, p. 115

Virginia Statute for Religious
Freedom, p. 115

suffrage, p. 115

Articlas of Confederation, p. 116

ratification, p. 176

Land Ordinance of 1785, p. 117

Northwast Ordinance of 1787, p. 117 |

Northwast Territory, p. 117

HSS XY Explain how the grgj. |
nances of 1785 ang 1787 privatizgg
hationa) resources ang translarrgg
tedarally owned lands into private
holding, lownships, ang States,

8.9.3 Doggriby tho signifj.
canco of the Northwagt UOrdinangg |y
oducation ang inthe banning of slavery
In naw statpg horth of the Ohjg River,

114 CHAPTER 4

there. ')
1f YOU were New England during the T770s. In the |
n

You live in a town | bating about who will have thq I

tly de
meettmgﬁzst think that only men WO OWN Property shoyg
o vote.

ote. Some think that all property owners—men gnq
able t(; v sh‘O uld have that right. A few others want all freq
en— i i
;/]vom the vote. Now it is time for the meeting to decide,
ave :

How would you have voted on thijg iSsugy '

!
{

BUILDING BACKGROUND At the time of thg Revolutl‘o.n, each ‘
of the 13 states had its own government. The rights of Citizens varigg
from state to state. In their town meetings, people often argued abgy
exactly what those rights ought to be. Solving such issues Was one
step in moving toward a national government.

Ideas about Government

The American colonies had take a bold step in declaring thei
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and traditions. Philosopher John Locke
ideds o that a social contract existed between
lfhf?“ ulers and the people they ruled.
\ohnvde montesquieu argued that the only
M‘” ople could achieve liberty was through

\'
:he eparation of governmental powers.

pmerican Models of Government

pericans had their own models of self-
ment to follow, like town meetings,
the Virginia House of Burgesses, and the
MayfloweT Compact. In 1639 the people of
cannectlcut drew up the English colonies’
first written constitution. A constitution is
3 set of basic principles and laws that states
the powers and duties of the government. In
Jddition, the Declaration of Independence
clearly set forth the beliefs on which Ameri-
cans thought government should be based.

10\'€m

state Constitutions

To keep individual leaders from gaining too
much power, the new state constitutions cre-

ated limited governments, or governments

in which all leaders have to obey the laws.

Most state constitutions had rules to protect
the rights of citizens. Some banned slavery
Some protected the rights of those accused of
a crime. Thomas Jefferson’s ideas about reli-
gious freedom were included in the Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom. This docu-
ment declared that no person could be forced
to attend a particular church or be required to
pay for a church with tax money.

Right to Vote

Under British rule, only free, white men that
owned land could vote. Many states’ constitu-
tions expanded suffrage, or the right to vote,
by allowing any white man who paid taxes
to vote. In every state, however, only land-
owners could hold public office. Some states
originally allowed women and free African
Americans to vote, but these rights were soon
taken away. Suffrage would not be restored to
these groups for decades to come.

m Comparing What two

principles were common to state constitutions
written during the Revolutionary War?
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1. Location Which states were formed out of the

Northwest Territory? o j
2. Region Into how many sections was a township divided? |
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Articles of Confederation

The Second Continental Congress was orga-
nized to create a national government. The
Continental Congress appointed a Commit-
tee of Thirteen, with one member from each
colony. This group was assigned to discuss
and draft the Articles of Confederation, the
new national constitution.

Under the Artidles of Confederation, Con-
gress would become the single branch of
the national government, but it would have
limited powers in order to protect the liber-
ties of the people. Fach state had one vote in
the Congress. Congress could settle conflicts
among the states, make coins, borrow money,
and make treaties with other countries and
with Native Americans. Congress could also
ask the states for money and soldiers. How-
ever, states ha g > s
requests, In add?ti:)}: IEZ.)W;:/ Jtro IEfUS'E‘ .these
have a president dr e; natii(;)n eontei

- al court system,

CHAPTER 4

The Second Continental Congress passed
the Articles of Confederation on November 15,
1777. Then it sent the Articles to each state
legislature for ratification, or official approval,
before the new national government could
take effect.

Conflicts over claims to western lands
slowed the process, but by 1779 every state
except Maryland had ratified the Articles
Maryland’s leaders refused to ratify unti
other states gave up their western land
claims. Thomas Jefferson assured Maryland
that western Jands would be made into new
states, rather than increasing territory fof
existing states. Satisfied with this condition,
in March 1781 Maryland ratified the Articles
This put the first national government of the
United States into effect,

EEXTETY Summarizing What were

two weaknesses in the new national govemmenﬂ




